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Ninth Annual SAMS Medical Convention 

PROGRAM AT A GLANCE 

  

Dear Colleagues and friends: 

 The time is approaching for the 9
th

 annual Syrian American Medical 

Society Conference which will be held in the port city of Lattakia between 

July 7
th

 and July 10
th

, 2008. We invite you all to participate in this 

convention and enjoy the spectacular sand beaches of the Eastern 

Mediterranean sea with your children, families and friends.  

 Lattakia (ancient Laodicea) has a lively cosmopolitan feel markedly 

different from the rest of the country. The nearby site of Ugarit is the 

Middle East’s premier Bronze Age site with the remains of an elaborate 

palace complex from 1400 BC and the home of the world’s first alphabet. 

Not far from Lattakia are the pictorial and relaxing resort towns of Slunfeh 

and Kassab with their beautiful endless forests in the heart of Alawyeen 

Mountains. 

 The makeup of this year’s conference represents a departure from 

previous traditional structures of specialty-based sessions where the focus in 

2008 will be on innovations in Medicine, Surgery and in Medical 

Education. We are fortunate again this year to have the Cleveland Clinic as 

a Co-sponsor and provider of AMA PRA Category 1 continuing medical 

education credits.  

 In addition to its ongoing humanitarian mission, our society 

established an educational vision focused on sharing knowledge and 

experiences with our local Syrian colleagues across all medical and surgical 

specialties.  The annual conference has provided a unique platform during 

which unrestricted exchange of ideas takes place for the betterment of 

healthcare both in Syria and in the United States. 

  While our previous activities received mixed reviews from the local 

Syrian medical community, we strive to improve our performance and to 

refine our methods keeping in sight optimizing healthcare and standards of 

medical education in Syria as the central purpose of our existence as a 

society.  

 We anticipate a fun, educational and enjoyable meeting and we 

look forward to seeing you in Lattakia. 

Nizar N. Zein, M.D.     Naim Farhat, M.D. 

Convention Chairperson    President 
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OVERVIEW 

 

OPENING CEREMONY 

Meridian Hotel, Lattakia  

Monday, July 7 10:00 am – 11:00am       

 

CME PROGRAM 

 

Monday, July 7 10:00am – 2:00pm       

Tuesday, July 8 8:30am – 2:00pm      

Wednesday, July 9 8:30am - 12:00pm      

Thursday, July 10 8:30am – 10:00am 

 

 

NON CME PROGRAM (Workshops & Courses) 

 

Lattakia   July 6
th

 – 10
th

 

 

Damascus   July 5
th

 – 17
th

  

 

Homs     July 3
rd

 – 14
th

  

 

 

BUSINESS MEETINGS 

 

July 7
th

      Board of Directors     Meridian Hotel, Lattakia 

July 8
th

      Board of Governors     Meridian Hotel, Lattakia 

July 8
th

     General Assembly     Meridian Hotel, Lattakia 

July 9
th

     Auxiliary Chapter     Meridian Hotel, Lattakia 

July 9
th

     SAMS Foundation Meeting   Meridian Hotel, Lattakia 

 
SOCIAL PROGRAM 

 

Auxiliary Dinner  Cote D'azur Restaurant  Wednesday July 9
th

, 2008  

 

Gala Dinner   Meridian Hotel  Thursday July 10
th

, 2008 
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PROGRAM OF EVENTS 

 

Meridian Hotel, Lattakia 

 
Monday July 7th, 2008 
 

 

10:00am – 11:00am   Opening Ceremony 

 

     SAMS President     Naim Farhat, MD 

     Convention Chairperson    Nizar Zein, MD 

     Prime Minister of Syria   H. E. Muhammad Naji Al Otari 

     Minister of Health     Maher Al Hussami, MD

      

11:00am – 11:30am   Current and Future Challenges in Optimizing  Zuhair Hallage, MD 

Healthcare in Syria and the Middle East    

 

11:30am – 12:00pm   Current State and Future Directions    Maher Al Hussami, MD  

of Healthcare in Syria (Non-CME)   Minister of Health, Syria 

 

12:00pm – 12:30pm    Ibn Al-Nafis Special Scientific Lecture   Iyad Shatti, MD 

 

12:30pm – 1:00pm   The Process of Scientific Discovery   Nizar N. Zein, MD  

   

1:00 pm – 2:00pm   Scientific Abstract Presentations Session:  

Six best abstracts to be presented as an oral presentation  

(3 from Syria and 3 from USA) 

 

A 5-minute question and answer period is included in each of the speaker’s allotted time. 
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Tuesday July 8th, 2008 
 

 

Innovations in Surgery and Anesthesia: 2008 and beyond 

 

8:30am – 9:00am    Innovations in Cardiothoracic Surgery  Rami Akhrass, MD 

9:00am – 9:30am    Innovations in Gynecologic Surgery   Ayman Dahman, MD 

9:30am – 10:00am   Innovations in Treatment in Facial Trauma  Firas Katabi, MD 

10:00am – 10:30am   Innovations in Anesthesia   Maher Adi, MD 

 

Innovations in Non-Surgical Interventional Procedures: 

 

10:30am – 11:00am   Innovations in Cardiac Intervention   Basel Moussa, MD  

11:00am -11:30am   Innovations in Gastrointestinal Interventions  Khaled Issa, MD  

11:30am-12:00pm   Innovations in Pulmonary Interventions  Zaher Sahloul, MD  

12:00pm -12:30pm    Innovations in Neurological Interventions  Mounzer Kassab, MD 

 

Scientific Debates & Sessions: 

 

12:30pm – 1:00pm   Debate #1 (Cardiac): To Stent or to Bypass  

Moderator: Maan Fares, MD 

To Stent: Naim Farhat, MD 

To Bypass: Rami Akhrass, MD 

 

1:00pm – 1:30pm   Debate # 2 (Oncology): To Radiate or to Resects Prostate (or Breast) Cancer  

Moderator: Bashar Dergham, MD  

To Radiate:  

To Cut: Ahmed Bali, MD 

 

 

1:30pm – 2:00pm   Pediatric Session 

Moderator: Ayman Khiami, MD  

“Childhood Leukemia- A Success story”  Ayman Saleh, MD, FAAP 

 
A 5-minute question and answer period is included in each of the speaker’s allotted time. 

 

 

  

  

  

  



NNiinntthh  AAnnnnuuaall  SSAAMMSS  MMeeddiiccaall  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  

 
Wednesday July 9th, 2008 
 
 

8:30am – 11:00am   Medical Training and Education 

 

a. Medical School Curriculum: Present and Future Saleh Daoud, MD 

b. Innovations in Medical Education:  

Traditional versus Case-based Medical Teaching William Carey, MD 

c. Incorporation of Evidence-based Medical Practice AmmarHemaidan, MD 

into the Syrian Medical System 

d. On Being a Syrian American:  

Lessons Learned in Medical Education   Mazen Daoud, MD 

e. The Role of Continuing Medical Education (CME) Elias Ghandour, MD 

 

11:00am -12:00pm   Round Table Discussion on Medical Education 

William Carey, MD 

Mazen Daoud, MD  

Saleh Daoud, MD  

Elias Ghandour, MD  

Zuhair Hallaj, MD 

Ammar Hemeidan, MD 

Aqeel Hajjouz, MD 

Mohammad Yousef, MD  

 

A 5-minute question and answer period is included in each of the speaker’s allotted time. 

 
Thursday July 10th, 2008 
 

 

Session: Honoring the Past, Moving into the Future 

 

8:30am – 9:00am   Syria the Cradle of Civilization    Mohsen Al-Khayer, MD 

 

9:00am – 9:30am   Medicine in Ancient Syria     Ghassan Fandi, MD 

        

9:30am – 10:00am   Contribution of Arabic and Islamic Civilization  Mousab Tabbaa, MD 

to Knowledge in Medicine 

 

 

 
A 5-minute question and answer period is included in each of the speaker’s allotted time. 
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Workshops & Courses (Non CME) 

 
LATTAKIA SCHEDULE 

 
July 6

th

   Gastroenterology Workshop   (9:00am – 11:00am) Meridian Hotel,Lattakia   

  (Moussab Tabbaa, MD) 

 

July 6
th

   Hemodynamics Monitoring of ICU Patients (9:00am – 11:00am) Al Assad Hospital, Lattakia 

  Sleep Lab      (11:00am – 12:00pm) 

  (Mohammed Kheir Khedr, MD) 

 

July 6
th

   Pediatric Clinic      (9:00am – 1:00pm) Al Wattani Hospital, Lattakia 

  (Ayman Khiami, MD & Moustafa Aouthmany, MD) 

 

July 6
th

   Dentistry Session    (9:00am – 1:00pm) Central Library, Lattakia 

  (Samer Daoud, DDS, Firas Katabi, MD, Mouawia Ghiba, MD, 

Rami Jandali, MD & Amar Laika, MD) 

 

July 8
th

   Round Table Disscussion Pediatric Nephrology  (5:00pm – 7:00pm) Central Library, Lattakia 

  (Samir Sayem El Dahr, MD) 

  

July 8
th

   Pharmacy Session     (8:10am -1:45pm) Central Library, Lattakia  

  (Nabil Khalidi, PharmD) 

 

July 8
th

  Pediatric Workshop    (8:30am – 12:30pm) Al Wattani Hospital, Lattakia 

  (Firas Saker, MD) 

 

July 8
th

   Round Table Discussion Coronary Heart Disease (5:00pm – 7:00pm) Meridian Hotel, Lattakia 

  (Basel Moussa, MD, Arabi Naso, MD  

& Yasser Haffar, MD) 

 

July 8
th

- 9
th

  ICU Rounds      (8:00am – 9:00am)  Al Assad Hospital, Lattakia 

  (Basel Moussa, MD, Basem Haddad, MD  

& Mohammed Kheir Khedr, MD) 

 

July 8
th

 – 9
th

  Opthamology Surgeries    (9:00am – 1:00pm) Al Assad Hospital, Lattakia  

  (Tawfik Sadat, MD) 

 

July 9
th

   NRP Workshop    (12:00pm – 2:00pm)  Al Wattani Hospital, Lattakia 

  (Firas Saker, MD)   

 

July 9
th

   Pediatric Hematology/Oncology    (5:00pm – 7:00pm) Meridian Hotal, Lattakia 

in Conjunction with “BASMA”  

(Children with Cancer Support Association in Syria) 

(Ayman Saleh, MD) 

 

July 9
th

   Renal Biopsy, Peritonial & Hemo   (5:00pm – 7:00pm)  Al Assad Hospital, Lattakia 

Dialysis Workshop   

  (Bashar Mourad, MD,  Ihsan Husseini, MD & Ahmed Bali, MD) 

  (if not possible at Al Assad Hospital, it will be at the Central Library) 
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Workshops & Courses (Non CME) 
(Continued …) 

 
LATTAKIA SCHEDULE 

 

 

July 9
th

   Obstetrics & Gynecology Workshop   (9:00am – 12:00pm)  Military Hospital, Lattakia 

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy       

(Ayman Dahmn, MD)  

 

July 9
th

 – 10
th

  General & Vascular Surgeries Sessions (Laparoscopy)   Al Assad Hospital, Lattakia 

  (Ahmed Bali, MD) 

 

July 10
th

  Dialysis Round      (11:30am – 1:00pm) Al Wattani Hospital, Lattakia 

  (Bashar Mourad, MD) 

 

TBA  Neuroscience Workshop      Al Assad Hospital, Lattakia 

  (Mounzer Kassab, MD) 

    

 
DAMASCUS SCHEDULE 

 
 

July 5
th

   Pediatric Advanced Life Support      Tishreen Hospital, Damascus 

  (Moustafa Aouthmany, MD) 

 

July 6
th

-14
th

  Rainbow Babies and Children Pediatric Cardiac Surgery   Al-Bassel Heart Institute, Damascus 

  (Hani Hennien, MD) 

 

July 14
th 

-16
th

 SAMS 7
th

 Annual Bradyarrhythmia & Pacing Course    Al-Bassel Heart Institute, Damascus 

  (Thabet Alsheikh, MD) 

 

July 14
th

 -16
th

  Cardiac Catherization & Angioplasty Procedures     Al-Bassel Heart Institute, Damascus  

  (Naim Farhat, MD) 

 

July 17
th

  SAMS 4
th

 Annual ICD and Tachyarrhythmia Course    Al-Bassel Heart Institute, Damascus 

  (Thabet Alsheikh, MD) 

 

 

 

HOMS SCHEDULE 
 

July 3
rd

   Bronchoscopes Demonstration      Homs 

(Bishr Touleimat, MD) 

 

July 3
rd

   ICU Rounds        Homs 

(Mohammed Zaher Sahloul, MD & Bishr Touleimat, MD) 

 

July 5
th

-6
th

  Cardiac Catherization & Angioplasty Procedures     Al Bir Hospital, Homs  

  (Naim Farhat, MD) 
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Workshops & Courses (Non CME) 
(Continued …) 

 
HOMS SCHEDULE 

 

  
 

July 5
th

-14
th

  Cardiac Surgery Workshop      Al Bir Hospital, Homs 

  (Rami Akhrass, MD) 

 

July 5
th

-14
th

  Minimally Invasive Vein Harvesting Workshop     Al-Bir Hospital, Homs   

  (Rami Akhrass, MD) 

 

July 6
th

   Pulmonary & Critical Care      Homs 

Update on Sepsis 

(Mohammed Zaher Sahloul, MD & Nasser Zakieh,MD) 

 

Update on Sleep Disorder Breathing & Cardiac Disease 

(Nasser Zakieh, MD) 

 

Update on Mechanical Ventilation 

(Mohammed Zaher Sahloul, MD) 

 

July 6
th

   Cardiology Session       Homs 

 

Cardiology & Cardiac Surgery Symposium   

  (Rami Akhrass, MD, Naim Farhat, MD, 

  Basel Moussa, MD & Ghiath Atassi, MD) 

   

  Cardiovascular Prevention in Women       

  (Hend Azhary, MD) 

 

July 6
th

   Neurology & Neurosurgery Session     Homs 

 

  Secondary Stroke Prevention 

  (Mounzer Kassab, MD) 

 

  Transcranial Doppler, Introduction & Applications  

  (Mounzer Kassab, MD) 

   

July 6
th

  Dental Session        Homs 

   

  Treatment Planning in Implant Dentistry (80-90mins) 

  (Mounir Kharchaf, DDS) 

 

  Restoration of Collapsed Dentition (70-80mins) 

  (Mounir Kharchaf, DDS) 

 

July 6
th

   Gastroenterology Session      Homs 
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The Pharmacy Session 
A Non-CME Program 

Lattakia, Syria 
Wednesday July 8th, 2008 

 

 

Moderators:  Nabil Khalidi, PharmD.,  Sahar Fahoum, PhD,  and Antoun Lahham, Ph.D. 

 

Objectives: To outline the challenges facing pharmacy education and educators in Syria and in the Arab World. The session 

will focus on selected but contemporary training and research aspects and experiences in USA, Lebanon, and 

Syria. This will be followed by the presentation of selected pharmacy research projects by students and faculty.  

 

8:10am – 8:20am  Opening Remarks 

Nabil Khalidi, PharmD 

 

8:20am – 8:40am  Pre and Post graduate Pharmacy Training and Research Experience at the University of 

Michigan 

Nabil Khalidi, Pharm.D. 

 

8:40am – 9:00am  The Anatomy of the Clinical Clerkship Rotation 

Imad Btaiche, Pharm.D. 

 

9:00am – 9:40am The Challenge of Securing Clinical Clerkship Sites for Students in Lebanon; an LAU 

Experience 

Aline Saad, Pharm.D. 

 

9:40am – 10:00am  The Plans For The Introduction of Clerkship Training in Syria 

Antoun Al-Laham, Ph.D. 

    

10:00am – 10:20am The Importance of Continuing Education and Clinical Social Research for the Survival of the 

Pharmacy Profession in Syria 

Sahar Fahoum, Ph.D. 

 

10:20am – 10:35am  Break 

 

10:35am – 1:45pm  Research Presentations 

 

10:35am – 10:50am A Cross Sectional Study on the Use of Antibiotics in Kalamoon Region in Syria 

Faraj Barah, Ph.D. and Research Students 

 

10:50am – 11:05am Microbial Contamination and Preservation of non sterile Pharmaceutical Products 

Basel Al Quousi, PhD,  Sindus al Janabi, and Research Students 

  

11:05am – 11:20am  Nitric Oxide in Pulmonary Hypertension 

Fares Al Masri, PhD, and Research Students 

  

11:20am – 11:35am  Cross Sectional Study of Bone Turnover in Al Kalamoon Region in Syria 

Shar Fahoum, Ph.D., Mohammad Al-Kurdi, M.S. and Research Students 

 

11:35am – 11:50am The Formulation Factors Effect of the Sunscreen Agent’s Preparations on the Dermis 

Pigmentation Protection in Pregnant women.  

Loona Darous 
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Pharmacy Session (Continued…)   

 

11:50am – 12:05pm  Selected Application of Solid Phase Extraction in Pharmaceutical Analysis. 

Marouf Alkayer 

 

12:05pm – 12:15pm  Break 

 

12:15pm -  12:30pm  The Clinical Importance of oxidized LDL in coronary heart disease.   

Rana Habeeb,  and Ghada Alakras 

 

12:30pm – 12:45pm  Fungal Infections Accompanied with Leukemia 
Nezam Alnafouri and Mohammed Maarouf 

 

12:45pm – 1:00pm Investigation of anemia of chronic diseases in patients with pulmonary tuberculosis. 

(Firase D.H. Mohammad, Khalil Kuwatli, Damascus University) 

 

1:00pm – 1:15pm Comparison Study of Carbopol and Cellulose Derivatives Polymers for Sustained Drug Release 

from Matrix Tablets 

Basher Ibraheem, Antoun Al-Laham, Ph.D. 

 

1:15pm – 1:30pm  Polarized Microscope  

Mohammad Zaher Al-Sheehab, Mohammad Amin Mohammad 

 

1:30pm – 1:45pm  Sustained release suppositories of Metoclopramide hydrochloride 

Twfek. M. Yazeji, Antoun Al-Laham, and Essa Hassan 

 

1:45pm    Adjourment 

 

 

Faculty: 

 

Ghada Alakras,  International University for Science and Technology    

Faraj Barah, Ph.D., Faculty member, Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Kalamoon 

Imad Btaiche, Pharm.D. Clinical Associate Professor, College of Pharmacy, University of Michigan 

Loona Darous,  Damascus University 

Sahar Fahoum, Ph.D.,   Dean and Professor,   Faculty of Pharmacy,   University of Kalamoon 

Rana Habeeb, Damascus University 

Essa Hassan, Damascus University 

Basher Ibraheem, Damascus University 

Marouf Alkayer,  Tishreeen University 

Nabil Khalidi, Pharm.D. Clinical Associate Professor, Director of International Programs, College of Pharmacy, University of 

Michigan 

Khalil Kuwatli, Damascus University 

Antoun Al-Laham, Ph.D.,   Dean and Professor,   Faculty of Pharmacy,   Damascus University 

Mohammed Maarouf, Damascus University 

Fares Al-Masri, Ph.D., Faculty member, Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Kalammon 

Firas D.H. Mohammad, Damascus University 

Mohammad Amin Mohammad, Damascus University 

Shereene Nabhani, Pharm.D., Clinical Assistant Professor, Director of Experiential Training, School of Pharmacy, Lebanese 

American University 

Nezam Alnafouri, Damascus University 
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Pharmacy Session Faculty (Continued…)   

 

Aline Saad, Pharm.D. Clinical Assistant Professor, School of Pharmacy, Lebanese American University  

Mohammad Zaher Al-Sheehab, Damascus University 

Basel Al Quousi, Ph.D., Faculty member, Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Kalamoon 

Tawfik M. Yazeji, Damascus University 

 

The Pediatric Session 
A Non-CME Program 

Lattakia, Syria 
Wednesday July 8th, 2008 

 

Necrotizing Entercolitis & Probiotics in Premature Infants,    Ayman Hossni, MD 

 

Hypoxic Ischemic Encephalopathy & Hypothermia in Newborn Infants   Firas Saker, MD 

 

Thrombophelia in Pediatric Population        Ayman Saleh, MD 

 

Management of HIV Exposed Newborn       Jihad Dahman, MD 

 

Newborn Screens          Moustafa Aouthmany, MD 

 

Updates on Asthma Management in Pediatric Population     Hassan Salloum, MD 

 

Updates on Vaccination         Ayman Khiami, MD 

 

Updates on Management of  IDDM in Pediatric Population.    Jihad Dahman, MD 

 

Hyperbilirubinemia & Phototherapy Outcome in Very Low Birth Weight Infants  Firas Saker, MD 

 

Didactic sessions: 

 

Alwatani Hospital in Lattakia ( Dates to be determined after discussion with Dr.Khirbiek ) 

 

NRP Update.  

PALS 

Mechanical Ventilatory support. 

 

Tishreen Hospital in Damascus: Dates to be determined after discussion with the group at Tishreen’s Hospital ) 

 

NRP Update.  

PALS 

Mechanical Ventilatory support. 
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CONFERENCE DATES 

Monday, July 7
th

 – Thursday, July 10
th

, 2008 

 

PLACE 

Meridian Hotel, Lattakia   Special Room Rate: $99/night 

 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS 

 For hotel reservation at the Meridian Hotel please contact Al Multaka International for Conferences & Exhibitions (Mrs. Randa 

Al Jaafari) by email multaka@scs-net.org also CC: scva@scs-net.org. The following information is pertinent to make a hotel 

reservation. First name, Last name, Room (single or double) Duration of Stay.  

Credit Card is needed at time of reservation.  

Members must be registered for the convention before making any hotel reservation.  

Cancellations must be done July 2
nd

 otherwise a No Show fee ($99) will apply.  

 

NEAREST AIRPORT 

Damascus International Airports  

 

AIRLINE AGENCY 

For booking tickets for SAMS members you can contact 

Transtour Express Corporation  

Bashar Al-Shama - Managing Partner  

8294 Old Courthouse Road Suite # D  

Vienna, VA 22182  

Tel:  703-847-6000, Fax:  703-847-6034, Cell: 703-963-8866 Website: www.itranstour.com  Email: bashar@itranstour.com 

 

OVERVIEW  

Educational activities targeting local physicians to improve standards of patient care in Syria. 

 

CONFERENCE THEME 

Innovation in medicine, surgery and medical education 

 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

 Identify specific innovative surgical methods in patient care in the areas of cardiothoracic, gynecologic, ophthalmology 

and liver transplantation. 

 Review novel non-surgical procedures in cardiac, gastrointestinal, pulmonary and neurological interventions. 

 Identify optimal ways to deliver educational for medical students. 

 Discuss pros and cons of different approaches of medical and surgical patient care. 

 

PROGRAM FORMAT 

The scientific program will consist of formal presentations with audiovisual aids by experts in their respective fields. Question and 

answer periods will follow at the end of the sessions. Selected abstracts will also be chosen based on merit for presentations during 

the poster session. 

 

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT 

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council 

for Continuing Medical Education through the joint sponsorship of The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing 

Education and the Syrian American Medical Society.  The Cleveland Clinic Foundation is accredited by the ACCME to provide 

continuing medical education for physicians. 

The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education designates this educational activity for a maximum of 14.25 

AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s).   Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in 

the activity. This activity may be submitted for American Osteopathic Association Continuing Medical Education credit in 

Category 2. 

mailto:multaka@scs-net.org
mailto:scva@scs-net.org
mailto:bashar@itranstour.com
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DISCLAIMER 

The information in this educational activity is provided for general medical education purposes only and is not meant to 

substitute for the independent medical judgment of a physician relative to diagnostic and treatment options of a specific patient's 

medical condition.  The viewpoints expressed in this CME activity are those of the authors/faculty.  They do not represent an 

endorsement by The Cleveland Clinic Foundation.  In no event will The Cleveland Clinic Foundation be liable for any decision 

made or action taken in reliance upon the information provided through this CME activity. Copyright  2008 The Cleveland 

Clinic Foundation.  All Rights Reserved. 

TARGETED AUDIENCE 

The program is intended for practicing physicians in internal medicine, surgery, pediatrics, OB/GYN and other medical 

professionals, fellows, residents, nurses, pharmacists, dentists, paramedical practitioners and medical students. 

 

SAMS ONLINE  

For more information about the Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS), including membership application, updates about the annual 

conference, online registration and other events, please log onto our website at www.sams-usa.net 

 

VISA REQUIREMENT & MILITARY SERVICE WAIVER 

The Syrian Embassy will provide immediate assistance to those individuals who may require special permission to enter Syria due 

to military service issues. Visa is required for American non-Syrian citizens. Please call the Syrian Embassy in the US for details 

and arrangements. 

Call Syrian Embassy at 202-232-6313: 

>Extension #106 for Visa requirements 

>Extension #108 for Syrian Passport 

>Extension #110 for Syrian Expatriate trips 

>Consular Affairs, passport and Visa: Fax# (202) 265-4585 

>Culture, Trips and Certifications: Fax# (202) 232-4357 

>Email: info@syrembassy.net, Website: www.syrianembassy.us 

 

LANGUAGE 

Arabic and English. 

 

AV EQUIPMENT 

All sites are equipped for computerized power point presentations 

 

ADA EQUIPMENT 

Persons with disabilities who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact Dr. Naim Farhat at least one week prior 

to this meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 

CANCELLATION STATEMENT 

The Syrian American Medical Society and Cleveland Clinic Foundation reserve the right to cancel this conference in the event of 

unforeseen or extenuating circumstances. 

 

REFUND STATEMENT 

Notification of cancellation must be received in writing by June 7
th

, 2008 to obtain a refund; thereafter, no refunds will be made. A 

$50.00 administrative fee will be charged for all cancellations. 

 

LIABILITY 

SAMS and all agents involved in arranging this medical convention shall not be held liable for any injury, damage, loss, accident, 

delay or irregularity caused by any company or person engaged in conveying or providing transportation to the participants, or 

due to vehicle defect, nor accepts responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay, sickness, weather, strikes, war or 

quarantine. 

 

 

 

http://www.syrianembassy.us/
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WEATHER 

The average temperature in Damascus in June is 84F. The weather in Lattakia and in the coastal areas is humid, average 

temperature is 76F. 

 

CURRENCY 

US dollars and traveler’s checks can be exchanged at private or government run banks. Credit cards are accepted in certain 

locations. ATM machines are available in Syrian currency. 

 

ELECTRICITY 

The electricity supply in Syria is 220 volts. Transformers are needed for most US electric equipment(s). Electric outlets are 

different from those in the US and an international adapter will be needed. 
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SOCIAL PROGRAM 
 

 
Auxiliary Chapter Dinner 

 

* Scheduled on Wednesday, July 9
th

 at 8:00 pm in Lattakia  

* Cote D'azur Restaurant 

* $100 per ticket adult & $50 per child  

* A must attend and worthy event 

* Mixing entertainment and fund raising for worthy causes 

* Proceedings will be donated to local Syrian Non-Governmental Organizations  

   (Breast Cancer, Children & Mother Care, & Crippled Children)  

* Traditional Syrian dinner 

* Performance by Lebanese singer Ryan and his band 

* Tickets prices are tax deductible under charitable donation to SAMS foundation 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Gala Dinner & Life Achievement Award Ceremony 
 

Mark your calendars to join us in the 9th Annual SAMS Gala Banquet on Thursday, July 10
th

, 2008 at 8:00 pm. A 

gourmet dinner will be served accompanied by entertainment and special Life Time Achievement Award ceremony 

honoring one of the pioneering Syrian physicians. 

 

* Scheduled on Thursday, July 10
th

 at 8:00 pm 

* Meridian Hotel, Lattakia 

* Price for two tickets is included in the registration, $50 for extra tickets 

* Presentation of Life Achievement Award, Friends of SAMS Award, & Distinguished Service Award 

* SAMS President’s review of last year, the conference activities and plan for the future 

* Rich and exciting program 

* Elegant dinner 
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Speakers from the United States (Alphabetical Order) 

 

Maher Adi, MD 

 

Khaled Issa, MD 

Rami Akhrass, MD 

 

Rami Jandali, MD 

Thabet Alsheikh, MD 

 

Mounzer Kassab, MD 

Moustafa Aouthmany, MD 

 

Firas Katabi, MD 

Ghiath Atassi, MD 

 

Nabil Khalidi, PharmD 

Hind Azhary, MD 

 

Mounir Kharchaf, DDS 

Ahmed Bali, MD 

 

Mohammed Kheir Khedr, MD 

William Carey, MD 

 

Ayman Khiami, MD 

Ayman Dahman, MD          

 

Bashar Mourad, MD 

Mazen Daoud, MD 

 

Basel Moussa, MD 

Samer Daoud, DDS 

 

Tawfik Sadat, MD 

Bashar Dergham, MD 

 

Mohammed Zaher Sahloul, MD 

Maan Fares, MD 

 

Firas Saker, MD 

Naim Farhat, MD 

 

Ayman Saleh, MD 

Elias Ghandour, MD 

 

Samir Sayem El Dahr, MD 

Mouawia Ghiba, MD 

 

Mousab Tabbaa, MD 

Basem Haddad, MD 

 

Bishr Touleimat, MD 

Yasser Haffar, MD 

 

Nasser Zakieh, MD 

Ammar Hemaidan, MD 

 

Nizar Zein, MD 

Hani Hennien, MD 

 

Arabi Naso, MD 

Ihsan Husseini, MD 

 

Samir Sayem El Dahr, MD 
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Speakers from Syria (Alphabetical Order) 

Maher Al Hussami, MD    Zuhair Hallage, MD 

Mohsen Al-Khayer, MD     Hala Kahaleh, MD 

Saleh Daoud, MD      Iyad Shatti, MD 

Ghassan Fandi, MD     Mohammad Yousef, MD  

Aqeel Hajjouz, MD 

 

Acknowledgement (Alphabetical Order) 
 

Leaders and physicians who help to organize this conference 

 

SAMS Local Chapter Syria  

Walid Kadro, MD     Emad Hammoude, MD 

 

Jamal Alloush, MD     Qusay Khairbek, MD 

Zuheir Al-Shahabi, MD     Amar Laika, MD 

Ali Darwish, MD     Ahmad Mualla, MD 

Ghassan Fandi, MD     Mazen Sayed Rasas, MD     

Malek Hassan, MD     Yousef Shaheen, MD 

 

Special Thanks to: 

Ministry of Health / Hind Zareef   Cleveland Clinic Foundation  

Ministry of Health / Lattakia    St. Jude Medical Foundation 

Ministry of Higher Education    Alpha: Aleppo Pharmaceutical Industries 

Military Hospital / Lattakia 

Physicians in Tishreen University 

Syrian Medical Doctors Association /Lattakia  

Al Multaka International for Conferences and Exhibitions  
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REGISTRATION FORM 
SYRIAN AMERICAN MEDICAL SOCIETY 

Lattakia July 7th – 10th, 2008 
 

Last Name ____________________________ Middle IN ______________ First Name _____________________ 

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________ State ____________ Zip Code _____________ Country ______________ 

Home Phone (    ) _____________________________ Work Phone (        ) _______________________________ 

Fax (    ) ___________________________________ Email Address _____________________________________ 

Specialty ____________________________________ Academic Title (if any) __________________________ 

Medical School ___________________________________________ Year of Graduation __________________ 

Present Work  Private   Practice   Academic  Resident  Student 

 

Please check one   SAMS Member    Non Member 

 

Registration Fee: (check all that apply) – Deadline for registration June 15
th

, 2008  

 

Membership Dues  Before May, 30   May 30- June 15   On Site Registration 

$150    $150    $150   $ __________ 

 

Includes $50 local chapter membership fee. Check this box if SAMS Chapter member 

Please specify local chapter name ______________ 

 

Members:   $350    $375    $400   $ __________ 

 

Non Members:   $550    $575    $600   $ __________ 

 

US Medical Residents  $50    $50    $50   $ __________ 

 

Syrian Medical Students /Residents       Free   __________ 

 

Syrian Physicians         000 SP   $ __________ 

 

Gala Dinner   $50    $50    $50   $__________ 

 

Auxiliary Chapter Dinner  $100    $100    $100   $__________ 

 

Donation to SAMS Foundation         $ __________ 

(Proceedings will go to local Syrian Charities and Non– Governmental Organizations) 

 

Grand Total           $ __________ 

 

PAYMENT METHOD 

 

_____ Check (Check No.) ___________ (Make Check or money order payable to Syrian American Medical Society) 

_____ Credit Card (please check one)  Visa  Master Card  American Express 

 Card Number: __________________________________ Exp. Date: ________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 

 

To register by mail send the application to:   To register by fax, please fax the application to: 

Syrian American Medical Society    Fax: (330) 286-0325 

PO Box 1015 Canfield, OH 44406     

 


