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Press Statement - The Svstematic Targeting of Personnel and Health
Facilities in Syria

Despite all calls to stop.the attacks'on civilian facilities, theshumanitarian situation in
Syria is deteriorating rapidly. The systematic killing of medical staff, children and
civilians must stop now.

The month of April 2017, revéaled catastrophic actionsagainst the health sector, which
is in fact part of & continued systemat.a&"igainst health facilities and personnel

for the last six‘years. ' '

On 27" April 2017, at 05 :30311‘0211 time, Syfian and Russian fighter jets fired
missiles targeting a surgical hospital; killing threg'people and wounding several others.
The hospital was heavily damaged a t of service.

On the same day, another attack targeting an ambulance and during an evacuation
from medical point in Ma’ar Zeta, resulted in"destroying the facility and killing two
paramedics. During the response to the attack, another ambulance system assisting in
the evacuation and the“point were attacked,again Kkilling an additional two
paramedics. Eight ambulances in total were destroyed and 14 people, including
medical staff were killed in this incident in-Idleb.

It seems that"the systematic attacks on the health facilities has no end, but it is
apparent that it is in¢reasing despite requests by the International community and
humanitarian actors to terminat€“the targeting and provide protection to personnel and
health facilities.

During the mi,ntBol A’iNOU, anGaQ)rding tl(rxla‘riluAeertg og\ren health
facilities were §§%§J y theaSysian regimé|and Wri troying eight
main ones in-|§ , usPr u 1n;a11i’1 (S nunlqb]EeTg of injuries and deaths of staff and
patients. Paralyzing the medical infrastructure and leaving thousands without access to
medical care.

The humanitarian sector in non-regime controlled areas is under extreme pressure due
to the regular attacks on civil facilities, where NGOs are building and attacks are
destroying within minutes. Adding to that, the lack of financial resources in
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comparison to the vast needs, and the departure of physicians and nurses, which the
International community has failed to protect.

We, Syrian NGO Alliance and its members demand the United Nations to take
immediate action to protect medical facilities and civilians. Furthermore, we call for
the immediate investigation a imes and atrocities committed
against civilians and medical
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